
^ 
^ 

' ' \ ^ t T\ ,?'"' T f TI^ ' ^ T ? r ^ ' ^ t^^ 'C> .'> "T" •.•?^ ^-"^ 5J ^ . ' ' 1*-^ 

Septeraber 10, 1980 
EPA Region 5 Records Ctr. 

Bruce Carlson 
Division of Land Pollution Control 
Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
2200 Churchill Road 
Springfield, Illinois 6270G 

Refer t o : 

315967 

1630450038 — St. Clair County 
Vv'aste.x Research, Inc, 
TLD980700744 
[Compliance File .... 
..S.S. Inspectij:ir.Vr̂ J'uly 28, 19-"-' 

RECEIVED 

SEP 17 1985 

DG^ir C; on: 

by my 
known 
feel 

L'ne 
s t 
to 
tha 

repor 
a i; .c a a 
vou a 
t the 

1 

<i 
3 
-_•; 

ant wo'v. .a 

for the subject J nspection h.̂.s 
v/e feel that it is n:.cess.' y t.: 
suggested in the i::;;.ver \^^\..^'~ ''• 

.:eport is erro.ioous ?'wl iacoi>̂ .̂..-„: 
like to provide addiLional or alt.. :"î  
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to determine com.pliance with "tlie new lOS solvent m.ixture rule. " 
Chemical analysis can not determine compliance in this m.atter 
as the listing of the solvent m.i:-:':ureG is a result of their use 
and not due to the actual constituents of the material. P. sol
vent may have been used in formulating a paint or ink and that 
material, as a waste, may contain more than lOo of the solv. it. 
The solvents in this case were used "as an ingredient in th-
formiulation of a coriraercial chemical product" and would th'- •':-
fore be exempted from listing. A detailed chem.ical and physical 
analysis for each w.aste has been obtaincv.1 for permitting by 
I.E.P.A., a detailed v/aste analysis plan is on file at V/a.ste::, 
and the v.'aste analysis plan covers every shipment of v/aste from 
off-site. 

Under III (C) 1, we must disagree that we do not have 24-
hour surveillance, VJc have a man v/ho lives in a trailer in '-''"ie 
area between the office and maintenance shop ^v-'' with the five 
dogs p.resent on r,he Wastex facili'y there ;i ~ little possibility 
of an intruder going undetected. During'the oii-hours this man 
is away from the facility for only short rando:-̂  times and the 
gate to the site is secured during all off-hour:? and the "--̂gs 
loose in the facility. In the tim.e since V?ast,,... stopne.-j main
taining 24-hou.r guards there ĥ as not been a single instance of 
intruders during the off-hours. During the no.ri>-al v/orking liours 
v.'hen the gate is open the only access to the areas v/here hazard
ous mater Lai is present is by passj^ng the of fir-, or the rnainten-
ance shop where personnel are present rs':\<C\ x.\\e dogs are present 
also during those periods. The other businesses referred to un
der III (C) 2. are of the '"/po that require only trucks to enter 
and leave the facility. Walk on visitors are not a part of the 
activities. Tiie controlled entry noted under 11̂ . (G) 3, is pro
vided by the means discu.'5sed above and access from the only other 
gate, tlie cnio off Missouri Avenue is controlled by the employees 
of the body shop i.mm.ediahely adjacent to that gate and there are 
barriers to prevent vehicular access. 

Under III (.E) 1. the deficiency noted was minor and has 
been recitified in that although the laborer job class v/as shov/n 
in the training records v/e had not listed three laborers by 
name. The tra.Lning records for those three as i n'.lividua Is wore 
current and comt'letc at the time of the j nsr-.'oction. 

The alarms or communication systems r;otod ur;dor IV ('•'•) \ . 
and 2. and under IV (.0) are provided. l-̂ nionovor Wxn liand I i.tsg 
of hazardous v/n.ste is required at least l.v.-ri omp i .-,y,-:>n.'-; nr̂ ^̂  r.r'--̂.':-
ent in tlio imiiiodiato area. Th'-̂ re js no s i qn i !" i'vup- ..1 i r; i-.-inf""̂  'o 
be covered from any O'porating area of tlio racillry t.o roa'-li an 
area v/ith a telephO'Ue or to got the attonl.j'on of a [.lant :-•>rp•-:• r:-
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visor with a walkie-talkie or mobile CB radio. Both, radio sys
tems are monitored in the office during all v/orking hours and 
thereby provide immediate acce.S3 to emergency assistance. 

The adequate aisle space referred to under IV (E) is pro
vided in all areas, ev.̂ ,; those whore the "Chase" inventory is 
stored. The Agency, by its own interpretation, has determined 
currently that adequate aisle space means that the drums are to 
be ."Stored in rov/s tv/o drums high and two drums v/ide with aisles 
between the rows. This is not specified in the regulations, 
state or fctloral. The inLtial storage plan approved by I.E.P.A. 
for the facility showed the drum.s stored in rows throe high and. 
si:c or eight wide. This initial approval lias not been rescinded 
although later permits did specify the two by tv/o patterns for 
new inventory received for storage after tlie permits were issuoil. 

The recordkeeping specified under VI (c) has been deficient 
in some ways and those deficiencies are corrected or v;J. 11 be so 
corrected in the near future, .An operating r-.̂ cord is maintained 
but the detail as to the dates of treatment -and storage locations 
was iiot sufficient. The homogenous nature of the hazardous v/aste 
received and stored by the facility makes tliis record necessary 
only for regulatory compliance and makes it unnecessary for normal 
operations. .Records of all v/aste analyses and required inspec
tions performicd, as noted under item e., are maintained. Under 
item g., the cost of closure of the facility does include the 
retention basin under the ST tanks, referred to as the surface 
impoundm.ent, and the floor area in Building 16, The use of the 
tank SL4 is temporary and had not been considered sufficient to 
cause revision of the closure cost estir-ato. The pendina revision 
of the closure cost esti.mate for the facility will be roviev/ed 
closely to assure that all units in ust= are covered. 

The information contained under VII {h) is meaning''ess and 
does not provide any help in determining compliance v/ith tlie re
quirement for a clc-sure jjlan and closure cost estimate. Th.c re
marks under item 1 v/ould indicate that our initial closure plan 
did not include all units in operation. Thai- p]_e>n v,as co.upiote 
for the operations at the facility at the t • ••'o submitted. Ite.m 
2 rem.arks state "inadequ.ate closure plan " ..>r:;itted v/ith Part R". 
No critique of that submittal has been provitJod to VJasto:<: to in
dicate that the responsible personnel have roviev/od that snbm.it-
tal. Again, with regard to the remark under ite;:i 4, thc in... ial 
closure plan and closure cost estimate ino^jJod all units in use 
at the facility at tho time submitted. 

Under VIII - I 1. tlie Ciio<;;k mark i...kLoarr;3 rliat dru:is ..._ ̂. in 
good condition are used for tho storage c . •;'~!zardous v/a-̂ to. All 
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drums accepted by VJastex under the current ov/nership are in good 
condition. The only drums that may not be in good condition are 
those containing tlie "Chase" inventory and they are inspected 
frequently. Nc-no of those drums are leaking and they will not 
be handled, unless leaking, until they are moved for disposal. 
The compatibility of the waste with its container ha.s been review
ed for all drums at the facility. The current inventory in stor
age at tlie facility is all non corrosive and is stored in steel 
drum.s or :_.toel drums with a liner. The portion of the "Cliase" 
inventory determined to be corrosive, acidic, is stored in -teel 
drums with .liners in the southwest corner of iKii Iding IG. Th.e 
manifests available and the experience of facility have deter
mined that the otlier "Chase" inventory drums do not contain corro
sive materials and these are all steel drums. The only drums in 
storage that are not closed are the open-top "Chase" drums. The 
storage or m.anagom.cnt of drums to prevent leaks is a nebulous 
determination and t h e Wastex staff is unable to detennine the 
problem indicated under item 4. of this section. Any location 
in the far-iiity vdiere drums of ignitable v/aste could be stored 
within 50 feet of the property line v/ould be protected by a chain-
link fence and a raasona.ry or steel sheeted building. This item 
will bo reviewed an':' corrected v/here necessary. The "indeter
minate" notation entered under items 7. and 3. of this section 
is erroneous as the only raate,rials on-site that v/ould have any 
potential fĉ r incoi;ipatibility with thc other materials are the 
corrosives noted above in .Building 16 and these materials are 
well segregated from any other hazardous- waste. 

There are no Surface Impoundments at Wastex and the nota
tions under VIII - K are therefore not required and will not be 
given a response. 

, .HISO, thoire are no V/aste Piles at v/astex, as determinori by 
analysis, and the notations under VIII - L are not required a'-'d 
will not be given a response. 

The remarks provided _Ln the last tv/o pages of the inspection 
report appear to have been addressed in qoneral to the above a.nd 
after our section by section review further i.-'-̂mmionts appec.r un
necessary. The tv/o comments regarding the nev/ liazardous waste 
fuel regulations h.ave beeri loviev/ed a.nd appropr.^ate corrective 
actions, in requesting the required certif ica'" ions from tho cus-
tom.ers, have been m..ade. Previous instructions from. Cindy Laddaq-' 
were to not use a manifest for such shipm.ents p -iding further 
notice. No such notice has boon given by that office to date, 
liov/ever, as of the time of inspection all shipments have boon 
manifested. 
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Many of the discrepancies in the inspection report are mis
conceptions and errors carried over from previous inspections 
or erroneous interpretations used by the Agency and v;e feel that 
this is an appropriate time to suggest correction on the part of 
the Agency. There has been a serious effort on both sides of 
the table in our negotiations to develope a settlemicnt agreement 
in the Federal lawsuit against Wastex and we v/ould ask that this 
effort be carried over to this m.atter. 

Should additional information or clarification be required, 
please contact my office. 

Sincerely, 

James E. Harkle 
President 

cc. Thomas Imm.el 
Mark Haney.,. 
Ken Mensing 
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